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* Gentlemen, 
"= Wonder mightily at the, News you ſend me 
that ſo: many of the Town are averſe to the 
Repeal of the Penal Statutes , ſurely you mean 
the Clergy of the preſent Church, and thoſe 
| that are Zea!ous for their Dignity and Power: 
' For what part of the Kingdom has felr the Smart of 
them more, and at all times, and on all occaſions re- 
preſented their miſcheif to the Trade, Peace, Plenty 
and Wealth of the Kingdom, lo freely as the Town 
has always done ? But you unfold the Riddle to me, 
when you tell me, *tis for fear of Popery, tho' I own 
ro you, Icannot comprehend it, any moreithen you 
do Tranſubſtantiation : ' For that we- ſhould: be a- 
fraid of Popery for the ſake of Liberty, -and then 
afraid. of it becauſe of Perlecution, ſeems to me'ab- 
ſurd, as itis, that Liberty (hould be thought the high 
way to Perſecution. But becauſe they are upon 
their fears, pray ler me tell you mine, and cake them 
among the reſt in good part. FRET 
If the Romaniſts leek eale by Law, tis an, Argu- 
ment ro me they delire co turn good Countrymen, 
:nJ- take the Law: for their Security, with' the reſt 
| A 2 of 
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of their Neizhbours; and a greater Complement | 
chey cannot put ufon our Enghſh Coalticution, nor 
give a better pledze of their delires to be ar peace _ 
with us, Burt if we are ſo Tenacious,as we Will keep 
on foot the oreate't blemiſh of our Reformation, 
viz. our Hanging, Quartering, Plunder, Baniſhing Laws ; 
Is. ic not curning them out of this quiet courſe, and 
relling them, 1f they will have eaſe, they mult ger ic. 
as they can, for wwe: will never - concede it: And 
pray tell,me, if chis benot thruſting them uponthe . 
methods we tear they will take, at the fame time - 
that we give that, for.che reaſon-why we do lo. 

It Law can ſecure us, which 1s. the p'ea chat. 13 
made, we may doubtle(s find-an expedient in thar 
whic!) may repeal cheſe, 1f che danger be not of Li- 
berty it (elf, but, of our looing ic by them ar lait, | 


for _tnere. is nomichief the wie; of man can invent, 
that the-wit of man cannor avoid. Bur chat-which 
I confeſs: makes nxe melancho'y, is; that methinks 
we nevermade mo:e haſte to be couſened, no not in_ 
the bulineſs of -the. Decluration of Indulgence, when 
inthe name of Property thac was actually damn'd, 
which, at lealt,reprieved it; and che. price the Church 
of England, gave for it, viz;. her.promile of a legal 
eale, actually failed. us : For inſtead of ſaving our 
ſelves from Popery, we are by thele-pattialities- pro- 

: __ voking 


vl Cone I” | ( 5') '. | 
kun. — Voking itevery day, and methinks, foohſhly for our* 
this, own fafcty, becauſe there can be no other end 1n 
coing ſo, then ſecuring that Party which calls it lelf 
the C harch of: England, that is in her Conſtitution none 
cf the beſt Friends ro Property ; - for mens Liberties | 
znd Eſtates are by . her. Laws made forfeitable for 
No--conformity to.Her : Ad | Cha'lenge the Re- 
cords ot «I :tme ſince Popery gotthe Chair in Eng-- 
land, to produce a. eight part of the Laws, to ruin 
JU men 'or-Conicicnce that have been made fince the. 
ati other has been the vations] Religion, which is, ſay; . 
(jy: a ſcandal tothe Reformation + Py 
Ss r0e3t She lays, ſhe is afraid of Popery. becauſe of its | 
expel: Viol:nce; and yer uſes Force to com pel it, 7s not this 
petit. reſiſting Popery with Popery.?. which we call loving 
; bytes the Trealon but chatiny the Frayror : She would 
(mach have Power to Force-or Deſtroy others; but they 
Bt ſhould nothave Powerto F: rce or Deſtroy her, no» 
thr Nor tO [ave themſelves: : Shift the hand never fo 
eq, Often, this Weapon 1s ſtill che ſame. "Twere happy 
4 therefore thatall Pairies were-difarm'd of this Sword, 
and that it were put where it ought or.ly to be, in 
the Civil -Maviſtrates hand, to-terr fie Evil Doers, - 
and cheriſh thoſe that do well, remembering St Peter's - 
laying ( in Cornelius's caſe) for an Example, I perceive 
now of a truth that Go4 ts .no-reſpeFter of Perſons, bit 
| thoſe 
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thoſe that fear him, and work, Ri: bteouſneſs im all Nations 
[hall be accepted: Ele whar lecurity does the Church 
of Enzland giveto the; great body of her Diſlenters, 
that ſhe will not do what the fears from Popery,when 
the bas a Prince of her.own Religion-upon the 
'Thron:, that has made fo fair a Progreſs thele laſt 


fix and twenty Years in ruining Families,for non-con- 
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formity und-r Princes of an other Perſwahon. Come, 


Intereit will. not Iye, the fears Liberty, as much as 
Popery ; Since thoſe that want, and plead for the one, 
are an hundred times more in number then the 
Friends of the o:her, andallof her {1de, that Pope- 
ry thould not mount the Chair : So that the would 
Tet more then ſhe would loſe by the Repeal, if an 
equal delire to ſubject both Popiſh. and Proteſtant 
[3jdenters to her Power and Government be not the 
P.inciple the walks by in her preſent Averltorn. 

And to fhew you that this is the caſe, and that 
her aver{1on to Popery is a ſham to the Liberty de- 
fired, the Diſſenters are of no ule to her, while the 
penal Laws are on foot, for by them they are pur 
12 the power of a Prince of the Religion: of thz 
Church the fears, bur the moment they are repealed, 
ſo.tar as concerns the preventing Popery to be nati- 
onal, the Diflenters are equally inter:fed with 
the Church of Friel md 2Tain{t ir. 'Bur then here 1s 
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E#7 
tne-miſchief; This Libercy takes the Rod out of her 
had ; {he can no more- whip People into her Churches, 
and ſhe perhaps may modeſtly fulpe& her own ver- 
rue and ability to preach them thither.” 

[1ſhorr, if ſh were in earneſt againſt Popery, 
morethen inlove with her own Power and Gran- 
dure-; that is, if the World were not in the way, 
fire would rejoyce to deliver Men of her own Reli- 
oi9n, that are ſlo much more numerous 'then the 
Papilts, that they might ballance againſt her fears of 
their prevailing:. But to cry ſhe is for Liberty to 
Proteltant Diflenters;: and -make the demonſtration 
of ir, her keeping' up the Laws that ruin them, and 
then [ay 1t 1s for fzar of the Religion the Prince owns, 
and yer torce them into his hands by doing ſo, --1s 
I mult confcls, ſomething incomore'-enſible. 

Belides, properly and naturally fpeaking, the 
Church of England is the People of England and when 
Its apply'd ro a Party, tis a Faction: to the whole 
and that T itle has no more "Truth in it; then 'ris ſence 
to ſay th? Roman Cacholick Church , which in 
Englih,is a particular Univerſal Church : And Pray 
15 th2reno room left to conſider this hard cale-of the 
Kingdom? TI hope the'civil Magiſtrate will, who 
1s tae ſupream Paſtor off this civil Chiirch on Earth, 
is ſhe. then no more. then a.Party 7 no' certainly. 

An 
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And how great a on2, a truc Liberty of Conſcience 
would belt tell us, and that is the crue reaſon, and nor 
. Popery, that ſhe is tender in the point. 

I conclude then, that whillt thole of that Religion 
- only delice to bz: upon the Level with others, I mean 
 upoa Native Rights, the Great Charter, what we all of 
. ns call, our Bu th-rizht, lec usnor refuſe it, leſt Gol 
ſuffer them to prevail to correct our partiality. Thete 
are Laws enoagh to.puniſh Offenders againſt the 
Sta.e, if chele were repealed,and not cond:mn People 
by Aeticipation. That Law which eatches.a T roteſtant, 
will catch a Topiſh I raytor, Riotor -or . ſcditions Perſon, 
Again. l:c us reflect, that we have a Prince of Age, 
and more honaur ; - the 'proſp=& of three-excellent 
Princes of the Proceſtanc - Religion, the,paucicy of 
che Papilts, the number of the Enemies of their 
Communion, their unity in that -averiton : what 
greater ſecurity can we have inthe World? - Since 
Policy, Honour, Religion, Number Unity *ay, Neceſſity too, 
conſpireto make us late; for all chele are concerned 
in the: means of- our preſervation; unleſs our fears 
and our 'follies- ſhould prevail : which I confeis I 
apprehend moſt; for they muſt be delerted' of Ged, 
that fo-ſlake him and themſelves too; - who dars do 4 
certain evil that a ſuppoſed good may come of it, contraditt 
thur own Principles, deny what they expect, ſow what he} 
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zpould not reap, do to others what they would not that other's 
ould do tothem : Bur there jsa God in Heaven, and 
he is juſt: He will: meet tous what we meaſure to 
one another, and his Judgment is inevitable. 1] 
therefore adviſe the Church of England to be as rea- 
dy in her Chriſtian-complyances as is poſſible : Firſt, 
Lecaule it is impious to. keep up: deſtroying Laws 
for Religion, when her Saviour tells. her upon this 
very Queltion, That-he came not to deſtroy mens lives, but 
to ſave them. Secondly, Becauſe by this ſhe will wipe 
oft the Reproach ſhe throws by continuing them, 
upon her own Apologies for Liberty of Conſcience, 
when under the wheel of Power. Thirdly, Becauſe 
Liberty to the Papilts by Law, is bringing them into 
the legal intereſt of the Kingdom, and will prevent 
the force, they may elle be driven to, by being 
made and left deſperate : For 'its not to be thought 
they will willingly pay the recKoning in another 
Reign, it by any means they can prevent it, and 
keeping upthe penal Laws, can be no {ecurity to the 
Church of. England trom ſuch Attempts, though they 
may provoke them upon-Her, Fourthly., She here- 
by ſaves her diflenters; andif jt be really her inclina- 
tion to do ſo, ſhe has no other way, and this unites 
them to her in afiefion and intereit, if not in Wor. 
{hip. Burif onthe contrary jhe perſiſts Obſtinately 
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RB 18) 


(.1O ) 

to refuſe this national Pacifhck ; the Diſlenters, 'T 
hope, will conſider their honeſt IntereRt, Conſcience and 
Property, and imbrace thule opportunities to ſecure 
them, that God in his all-wiſe providence 1s pleaſed 
to yield them in this conjuncture. Thus Gentlemen, 
you have my thoughts upon your News, pray com- 
: municate them to our acquaintance, and.believe that 
lam, Pours, fc. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
JD Or the Teſts,that are fo: much diſcourſed of, I ſhall 


f only fay, that *tis an other myſtery of the 
Times to me, how the Church -of England, that 
was againſt the Excluſion, cars be for them that were 
deſign'd for a Preamlle to it ;- ſince in fo doing, ite 
is for that which was contrived to inrrodtice the Ex- 
cluſim the was ſo Zealoully againſt. 1 conteis I ne- 
er underſtood her very well, and .{he grows more 
and-more unintelligible; but this I know, that {he 
muſt- either be ſorry for what ſhe has done, or ſhe 


did not know what ike did. The firſt reflects upon 


her Loyalty, the laſt upon her underſtanding; and 
becauſe. 1 think thar the leaſt, and likelieſt evil, I- 
conciude, the is no infallible Guide upon the 
(Queluen 
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ately. under their own Vine 


BESS 

Another thing you tell me, chat give: zrez of- 
tence, 1s, His Majelties rurning out Yroteitants, and 
purting in People of his Religion. 'I his | conceive a 
faulc, that the Church of Enzland 1s only an{werable 
for. Other Princes have been lo unhappy as to Suffer 
Teſts and Marks of diſtinction that have broken and 
dilorder'd their Kingdoms, by depriving thole of their 
Temporal comforts, that would not receive them , 
and This people eſteemed a. mighty grievance; and 
were frequent and elegant in rneir complaints about 
it. Wehavea King now, that would remove theſe 
Marks of diiiin&tion, and ſecure all men upon their 
native Right and Bottom, Thar all Parties might fir 
and under their own 
Fig-tree; fo that now, whois for Liberty * Becomes 
the Teſt. Are they then fitto be truſted that are our 


of his Intereſt, and againſt the Liberty he is for, and 
the Nation wants and craves? Or is it good lenſe, 
:that He (who 1s mortal as well as other men) ſhould 
leavethe Power in thoſe hands, that to his face ſhevy 
their averſion to the Friends of his Communion tho 


he offers to maintain her ſtill * She had the offerto 
keep them, upon that Principle that mult heal and 


fave the Kingdom, Liberty of Conſcience ; which ſhews, 
the King was willing to be ſerved by her ſons to 
.chuſe, if upon the ſame National Principle with 


himlelt : 
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himſelf: wherefore 'tis the Gentlemen of the Church 
of Enoland that turn themſelves out of power, rather 
than endure Liberty of Conſcience to others; and. 
thall this Vice be their Vertue ? "They muſt be heath 
ly in love with Perſecution that can Sacrikce their 
Places to the upholding of penal Laws for Keligion, 

and_ratier £0 out, then let others come in, or ſo 
muci as live at their own Charges: A fine ching to 
{nff{er for. TT heir Ancetitors were Martyrs by penal 
Laws, but thele for them. "The caule 1s chang'd what: 
ever they think, and I am afraid they are chang'd too 
for want of thinking. | Profels 1 pity them with all 
my Heart,and wiſh them more Wit,and better Conlci- 
cn es againlt next time, if ever they bave it; for theſe, 

it my will believe me, will hardly ever make ſo 


good a Bargain for them, AS they have loſt by them. 
_ of this, if you like It, next time, and. till 
chen, Adieu, 


